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Medicare Advantage Benefits
      
Each Medicare Advantage plan charges different out-of-pocket costs, including premiums, deductibles, and 
copays/coinsurance.  All costs are outlined in the plan’s Summary of Benefits.

> Copay - set amount for specific services.  Example: $5 copay for a doctor office visit
> Coinsurance - percentage of the approved amount.  Example: 20% for cataract surgery

EEvery Medicare Advantage plan also comes with a Maximum Out-of-Pocket (MOOP) - the most you will 
spend in copays & coinsurance for approved services during a plan year.  Once the MOOP is reached, you are 
not responsible for any additional copays or coinsurance for covered services for the remainder of the year. 
(NOTE - this does not apply to prescription costs.)

Many plans include prescription drug coverage, or Part D of Medicare.  These plans are referred to as 
Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug plans, or MAPDs.

SoSome plans may have coverage for things Original Medicare doesn’t cover, like fitness, dental, vision, hearing, 
transportation, over-the-counter drugs, and other services that promote health and wellness.

Plan Designs
      
There are four basic plan designs which may be available to choose from:
> Health Maintenance Organization (HMO) - must get care from in-network doctors and facilities
> Preferred Provider Organization (PPO) - can utilize in-network doctors and facilities for the lowest cost, or
    go outside the network for a higher cost
> > Private Fee-for-Service (PFFS) - can utilize any Medicare-approved provider or faclity, as long as they agree
    to the plan’s payment terms and conditions - this is called deeming.
> Special Needs Plans (SNPs) - designed for individuals with both Medicare & Medicaid, one or more
    qualifying chronic conditions, or those living in a nursing facility for an extended period of time.

Medicare Advantage Eligibility
      
To be eligible for a Medicare Advantage plan, you must have Medicare Part A and Part B, live in the plan’s 
service area, be a U.S. citizen or be lawfully present in the U.S., and have the ability to make an informed 
decision.  Plus, you’ll need to enroll during a valid Enrollment Period.

Medicare Advantage Basics
      
Medicare Advantage plans, or MA Plans, are another way to get your Medicare Part A and Part B coverage.  
These plans are offered by Medicare-approved private insurance companies, and must follow rules set by 
Medicare.  With a MA plan, you are still in the Medicare Program and get complete Part A and Part B 
coverage with all the same rights and protections.

Today, over 48% of Medicare beneficiaries have chosen to receive their heatlhcare coverage 
through a Medicare Advantage plan, is this the right choice for you?  Before you make your 
decision, it’s important to understand how these plans work - here are some key things you 
should know about Part C of Medicare.
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