
Part D Extra Help

What is Extra Help?
Extra Help, also known as Low Income Subsidy, is a national program for Medicare beneficiaries 
with limited income and resources  to receive financial asistance paying their Part D premiums, 
annual deductibles, and copayments.

Do you qualify?
In order to qualify for the Extra Help program, you must be a resident of the 50 states or the 
DistDistrict of Columbia and meet specific income and resource limits.  For 2022, the guidelines are:
 - Resources less than $14,790 for an individual or $29,520 for a maried couple living together, and;
 - Income less than $19,320 for an individual or $26,130 for a married couple living together

What is considered a resource?
ResouResources include the value of things you own, like real estate (other than your primary residence), 
bank accounts, stocks & mutual funds, bonds (including U.S. Savings Bonds), individual retirement 
accounts (IRAs), and cash at home or anywhere else.  Your primary residence, personal possessions, 
vehicles, life insurance policies and burial expenses are not counted as resources.

What are the benefits of Extra Help?
EExtra Help is estimated to be worth about $5,000 per year, as the program helps cover the cost of 
monthly Part D premiums, annual deductibles, prescription copayments, drug costs in the 
coverage gap and any late enrollment penalties.  

How do you sign up?
To sign up, visit your local Social Security office or visit ssa.gov/prescriptionhelp.  Be prepared to 
provide your household and financial information to see if you qualify.

The Medicare Prescription drug program, Part D, has helped millions of beneficiaries access 
prescription medications at a reduced cost.  Even with these savings, many struggle to afford the 
cost of their drugs.  Available through the Social Security Administration, the Extra Help program 
provides individuals with limited income and resources greater financial assistance with their Part 
D coverage.  Learn more about this program and see if you qualify.
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